NANTWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1897. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  Douglas  Mukro. 
Population  at  Census,  1891 ;  7412. 

Estimated  Population  in  middle  of  1897,  7560. 

Area  in  Acres,  703. 

Birth-rate  per  1000  living,  32. 

Death-rate  per  1000  living,  20#5. 

Death-rate  from  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  2 ‘7. 
Deaths  under  one  year  to  1000  Births,  157. 


During  1897  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  District 
was  242.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  156.  However, 
twelve  of  the  deaths  registered  took  place  in  the  Workhouse 
Female  Hospital  and  eight  of  these  were  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  the  town.  On  the  other  hand  seven  men  died  in  the  Men’s 
Hospital  (JSTantwich  Bural  District)  who  belonged  to  the  town 
of  Nantwich.  The  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  JSTantwich 
Urban  District  therefore  number  155. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  first  quarter  was 
fifty-seven,  in  the  second,  sixty-two ;  in  the  third,  sixty-five ;  and 
in  the  fourth,  fifty-eight.  The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to 
the  District  in  the  first  quarter  was  fifty,  in  the  second,  thirty- 
four  ;  in  the  third,  thirty-five ;  and  in  the  fourth,  thirty-six. 

Enfant  Mortality. — Of  the  deaths  belonging  to  the  District, 
thirty-eight  were  of  infants  under  one  year  old,  viz ; — 
10,  Diarrhoea  ;  8,  Convulsions  ;  5,  Premature  birth  ;  8,  Bronchitis 
or  pneumonia,  3,  AVhooping  Cough ;  3,  Marasmus  ;  and  1 
accidentally  suffocated.  Of  these,  twenty-eight  were  under  six 
months  old  at  the  time  of  death. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  was  sixty-two,  and  of  these  nine  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse,  viz.: — 53,  Scarlatina;  3,  Diphtheria;  1,  Membranous 
Croup  ;  and  5,  Erysipelas.  The  deaths  from  the  principal  Zy¬ 
motic  diseases  numbered  twenty-one,  viz.: — 2,  Scarlatina; 
7,  Whooping  Cough  ;  1,  Diphtheria  ;  1,  Membranous  Croup  ; 
and  10,  Diarrhoea 

Scarlatina. — Fifty-three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
viz  : — Twenty-six  in  first  quarter,  seventeen  in  second,  eight  in 
the  third,  and  two  in  the  fourth.  Two  deaths  were  referred  to 
this  disease,  both  of  which  took  place  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year.  The  epidemic  which  was  present  in  1896  gradually  sub¬ 
sided  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  after  the  middle  of  which 
only  a  few  isolated  cases  occurred.  The  cases  were  mostly  of  a 
mild  type,  only  3- 77  o/o  of  the  notified  cases  proving  fatal. 

.No  doubt  the  great  difficulty  in  checking  the  spread  of  the 
disease  was  to  a  large  extent  due  to  want  of  Isolation  Hospital 
accomodation,  to  which  cases  could  be  removed  which  could  not 
be  properly  isolated  and  treated  at  their  own  homes.  It  is  hoped 
that  during  the  next  year  some  provision  will  be  made  for  this. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Nantwich  Urban  District  was  free 
from  Scarlatina  or  other  infectious  disease. 

MsasHes. — A  considerable  number  of  cases  occurred  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  No  deaths  resulted  from  the  disease. 

WiilOOpiing  Gough  was  prevalent  during  the  first  and  second 
quarters,  many  of  the  cases  being  complicated  with  broncho¬ 
pneumonia  and  convulsions.  Seven  deaths  were  referred  to  this 
disease.  In  four  of  these  cases  the  disease  was  complicated 
with  convulsions,  and  in  one  case  with  broncho-pneumonia. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup.— Three  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria  were  notified,  two  in  the  third,  and  one  in  the  fourth 
quarter.  One  case,  in  a  child  three  years  old,  proved  fatal.  In 
this  case  and  in  one  of  the  others  which  recovered,  the  disease 
was  undoubtedly  contracted  outside  the  town.  One  case  of 
membranous  croup  was  notified  in  June,  in  a  child  of  five  years, 
which  proved  fatal. 

Erysipelas. — Five  cases  were  reported,  all  of  which  recovered. 

Diarrhoea  was  the  cause  of  death  in  ten  cases.  All  these  cases 
were  children  under  one  year  old,  six  of  them  being  under  six 
months.  Eight  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  the  hot  weather  in 
the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 


3 


Lung  Diseasas. — Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  death  in  six  cases. 
This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  07  per  1000  living,  which  is  low. 
Bronchitis  or  pneumonia  was  the  cause  of  death  in  30  cases,  being 
equal  to  a  death  rate  of  3 '9. 

Heart  Disease.— Twenty  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  disease. 
This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  2‘6  per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  Injuries. — Eight  deaths  came  under  this 
heading.  Seven  of  these  were  caused  accidentally,  viz  : — three 
cases  died  from  the  effects  of  burns,  one  woman  died  from  the 
effects  of  a  prick  by  a  pin,  one  fell  out  of  a  trap,  one  man  was 
found  drowned,  and  one  infant  accidentally  suffocated  The 
eighth  case  was  that  of  an  old  man  who  cut  his  throat  with  a  razor. 

Scavenging'  and  Refuse  Hemova!!  has  received  the  constant 
attention  of  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Herbert  Gentry.  The  pails, 
which  number  over  1100,  are  emptied  weekly  at  night,  and  the 
contents  carried  1^  miles  out  of  the  town.  The  midden  closets 
or  cesspools  are  converted  into  pails  where  possible.  Fifteen  were 
so  converted  during  the  year. 

Th0  Main  S0W0rs  have  been  extended  in  Wellington  Road 
for  200  yards,  and  in  Whitehouse  Lane  for  sixty  yards ;  they  are 
in  good  order  Four  new  man-holes  have  been  inserted  on  the 
main  sewers.  The  settling  tanks  have  been  cleaned  out  every 
three  or  four  weeks,  and  recharged  with  the  alumino -ferric  pre¬ 
cipitant.  Ten  tons  of  this  have  been  used  during  the  year. 

Mow  HOUS0S. — Twenty-two  new  cottages  have  beeu  erected, 
and  their  sanitary  arrangements  carefully  attended  to.  These 
are  now  occupied.  A  new  factory  has  been  built,  also  a  block 
of  stables  and  loose  boxes.  At  the  present  time  twenty-one 
cottages  and  a  factory  are  in  course  of  erection 

Registered  Lodging  Houses  number  six.  These  have  been 
frequently  visited  during  the  year,  and  eight  midnight  visits  have 
been  paid.  There  have  been  no  complaints  against  the  lodging 
house  keepers,  and  the  houses  are  clean  and  in  good  order.  No 
case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  any  of  the  houses. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  nine  in  the  District,  all 
of  which  have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
found  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  eighteen  registered  in  the 
District,  and  weekly  visits  have  been  paid  to  these.  New  floors 
have  been  laid  in  three  slaughter  houses,  and  the  whole  are  now 
in  a  satisfactory  state. 


The  Factories  have  been  inspected.  At  two  of.  these  sanitary 
improvements  have  been  recomm ended. and  carried’  out ;  and  at 
another  a  better  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  provided.'.  •  They 
are  now  satisfactory. 


Water  Supply  during  the  year  ha&.  proved  ade.cpiate.  380 
yards  of  new  mains  have  been  laid  down  in  the  town.  " 

Canal  Boats* — Forty-eight  canal  boats  have  been  visited,  and 
three  of  these  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
until  they  were  repaired.  No  infectious  case  has  been  seen  on 
any  of  the  boats.  Her  Majesty’s  Chief  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats 
again  visited  the  District  in  December,  and  expressed^  himself 
satisfied  with  the  Inspector’s  diary. 


J.  DOUGLAS  MUNRO. 


February  11th,  1898. 


